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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





Christmas Manger Set 


HIS beautiful Crib will bring the true spirit 

of Christmas into your home. It is made 

of heavy, durable cardboard, printed in full color 

process with glossy finish. When displayed, the 

crib is 27 inches wide; height of stable and star 

is 12 inches. Set includes 17 pieces, packed in 

colorful box. Price: $1.50 each, plus 15¢ for 
postage. In lots of 6, $1.25 each. 


ORDER FROM: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Immediate deliveries 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Thomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, .N. Y. 











Pabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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For ONE Subscription 

Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel — Hand- 
stitched brown scapular. OR: 

“Sacramentals’” — An explanation of sacramentals, 
particularly the Crucifix, Sign of the Cross, Holy Water, 
Blessed Palm and Candles, Scapulars and Medals. OR: 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractive prints with 
encouraging verses, prayers and sayings of the saints. OR: 

Scheyern Cross — A two-inch metal double-barred cross 
which has been touched to a relic of the True Cross. 


For TWO Subscriptions 
“Thoughts on Purgatory” — Reflections for every day 
of the month of November, Mass prayers, litany, novena, 
rosary of the poor souls and other suitable prayers. 224 
pages. OR: 
Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of 
our beloved Holy Father, lithographed in contrasting colors, 


mounted on a colored background. 


For THREE Subscriptions 
“I Pray the Mass’ — A splendid Sunday Missal in 
large, clear type, printed in red and black, and containing 
prayers for ordinary needs, together with spiritual thought 
for Sunday and week following. OR: 
“Golden Links’ —- A complete prayer book, vest-pocket 
size, with many devotions in honor of the saints. Small 
print. 347 pages; imitation leather binding. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 
Ebony Crucifix — 7% inch ebony Crucifix, light in 
weight, with beveled edges. 





NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate 
er 3 years for $2.00 are entitled to only ONE 
premium selected from those offered for ONE 
Subscription. Please mention choice of premium. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Holy Mass is the most efficacious means of assisting the poor souls. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 40 November, 1944 No. 7 








The Feast of All Saints is a Joy 
to the Church 






~F-0004— 
ne Ma / +, ALL the saints were and still are the children 
& : vy of Holy Mother Church. She has given them 
% birth in the sacrament of baptism. She has 
Ty nourished them with the milk of the Word of 


God and with the Bread of Life, the Body and 
Blood of Our Lord. She has watched them with 
the loving eye of a mother, and guarded them with a mother’s care. 
How can she but rejoice in celebrating the Feast of All Saints, when 
she sees millions of her children standing before the throne of the 
Lamb, wearing golden crowns on their heads? Great was the joy of 
the holy Patriarch Jacob, when it. was announced to him: “Joseph, 
thy son, lives; he governs the land of Egypt.” The Church rejoices 
in knowing that her children share forever in the joys of the Heavenly 
Kingdom, and are friends of the Eternal King. 

The saints are both a joy and a consolation to the Church in her 
many tribulations. When Jacob heard. that Joseph had been exalted 
to the vice-regency of Egypt (he was at the time in great tribulation, 
because. of the famine that had come over the land of. Israel) he 
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rejoiced because he knew that his son would procure all that he ana 
his family were in need of. Holy Church is also in great tribulation 
because of the many persecutions to which she and her children, and 
especially her visible head, are exposed. But in the Feast of All Saints 
a ray of light shines forth into the darkness of affliction. The Church 
knows that this visitation has come upon her on account of the sins 
of her unfaithful children; on this day, however, she beholds the 
millions of her children who ever loved their Mother dearly, interceding 
with God for her. And knowing the power of the intercession of the 
saints, she invokes her Divine Lord through their intercession, being 
full of confidence that for their sake the days of tribulation will be 
shortened. 

In the Apostles’ Creed we profess our belief in the “Communion of 
Saints.” How lovingly does Holy Church direct us, towards the con- 
clusion of the ecclesiastical year, to express this belief by the joyous 
celebration of the feast of Christ the King and the feast of All Saints, 
and by the mournful celebration of the commemoration of All Souls! 
The Church Triumphant, the eternal kingdom of glory, is the goal 
to be reached by both the Church Militant and the Church Suffering. 
The latter is indeed assured of eternal salvation, whereas the members 
of the Church Militant are still engaged in mortal conflict with deadly 
enemies: the devil, man’s own évil inclinations and the seductive 
examples of the world. What a powerful incentive for the Church 
is the example of the saints in heaven! What they were able to accom- 
plish, we are also able to accomplish, says St. Augustine. We know 
that they had the same dangers and temptations, the same warfare, as 
we have; that we have the same help as they had; and that the same 
kingdom of glory, which they now enjoy, is prepared also for us, and 
promised us as the reward for our fidelity in God’s service. 

Contemplating the greatness of the reward which the saints enjoy 
in heaven, and inflamed with a most ardent longing and desire of 
arriving at it, St. Augustine exclaims: “O glorious and happy day 
wherein I shall hear it said to me: ‘Enter into the joy of thy Lord!’ 
into the house of thy God, where there are great, unsearchable and 
wonderful things, without number! where every good shall be found, 
whence every evil shall be excluded! Oh, how truly blessed are they 
who, having successfully gained that reward of eternal glory which they 
labored for during life amidst many tribulations, rejoice for ever and 
ever!” For they are “inebriated with the plenty of God’s house, and 
are made to drink forever of the torrent of His pleasures” (Ps. xxxv. 9). 
“There,” continues St. Augustine, “is happiness without measure, glad- 
ness without sorrow, health without pain, life without death — every 
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good devoid of every evil. There pain and sorrow are unknown, the 
sigh and the groan are never heard, the face of anguish is never seen; 
but joy forever reigns, because the Sovereign Good is there possessed.” 
The state of beatitude which is the saints’ is destined also to be 
ours. The reward which they now enjoy will one day be ours also. 
But we must not forget that this beatitude, this reward of everlasting 
peace, everlasting glory and everlasting joy, must be obtained by merits, 
and that we cannot reach the blessed abode of the saints unless we tread 
the path which they trod before us. There is but.one heaven, and but 
one way leading to it. This way is Jesus Christ, who says: “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John, xiv. 6). No one will reach heaven 
but he who, after the example of the saints, believes the doctrine of 
Christ, observes His commandments, and makes use of the means of 
grace instituted by Him. This is the lesson which Holy Mother Church 
places before her children on earth in celebrating the feast of All Saints. 
“The saints,” says Abbot Marmion, “are the glorious members. of 
Christ’s Mystical Body. Christ is already ‘formed’ in them; they have 
‘attained their plenitude,’ and in praising them, it is Christ we glorify 
in them. ‘Praise Me,’ Christ said to St. Mechtilde, ‘in that I am the 
Crown of all the saints.’ And the nun saw that all the, beauty of the 
elect was nourished with the Blood: of. Jesus. and shone. with virtues 
practiced by Him. And in response to the Divine bidding, she praised 
the blessed and adorable Trinity for having vouchsafed to be the diadem 
and admirable dignity of the saints. : 
“It is indeed, as you. know,” continues Marmion, “to the Trinity 
that the Church still offers up her praises in keeping the festivals of 
the saints. Each saint is a manifestation of Christ; each bears the 
features of the Divine Model, but in a special and distinct manner. 
This is the result of the grace of Christ, and it is to the glory of this 
grace that the Church delights to exalt her triumphant children. 
“Complacency is the form the Church’s piety takes towards the 
saints. She is proud of these legions of the elect who are the fruit of 
her union with Christ and already make part of the kingdom of 
her Spouse... The Church renews in them the remembrance of the 
joy that took possession of their souls when they entered into-heaven: 
‘Enter, good and faithful servant, into the joy of thy Lord... Come, 
spouse of Christ, receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for 
thee from all eternity...’ She exalts the virtues and merits of her 
Apostles and Martyrs, of her Pontiffs, Confessors and Virgins; she re- 
joices in their glory, she sets before us their example, if not always 
to be imitated, at least to be praised by their brethren on earth. 
“And after having praised them, the Church recommends herself 
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to their suffrages. Is this derogatory to the infinite power of Christ, 
without whom we can have nothing? Certainly not. Christ is pleased, 
not in diminishing His action but in extending it, to listen to the saints 
who are the princes of His heavenly court, and through them to give 
us the graces we ask. Thus a supernatural current of exchange is 
established between all the members of His Mystical Body. 

“Lastly, not being able to celebrate all the saints individually, 
the Church reunites them at the end of the liturgical cycle in one 
solemn feast, the festival of All Saints, when she exhausts, as it were, 
her most triumphant praises. Transporting us into heaven, in the com- 
pany of the Apostle St. John, she shows us that glorious portion of the 
kingdom of her Bridegroom, those legions of the elect, that ‘great multi- 
tude which no man could number... standing before the throne... 
clothed with white robes, and with palms in their hands.’ And from their 
ranks rises a mighty acclamation: Glory to God, glory to the Lamb 
immolated for us, who by His Blood hath redeemed us out of ‘all 
nations, and tribes, and peoples and tongues’ (Apoc. vii. 9-10; v. 9). 
Before this glorious vision, the Church is thrilled with joy. Hear how 
she calls upon her triumphant children: ‘Bless ye the Lord, all His 
elect, keep days of joy and give glory to Him. A hymn to all His 
saints, to the children of Israel, the people who form His court. . . this 
glory is to all the saints’ (Antiphons of the Vespers for All Saints). 

“We, too, are called to share in this triumph, to form the court 
of Christ ‘in the splendor of the saints,’ to share in the bosom of the 
Father the glory of His Son, after having shared in His mysteries here 
below. Let us, as a prelude to the praises of heaven, where an eternal 
Alleluia resounds, associate ourselves as much as possible, while upon 
earth, with great faith and ardent love, in the prayer of the Church, 
the Bride of Christ and our Mother.” 

-rono4— 
Our Degree of Glory 
St 

“The only degree we can take to heaven with us is our degree of glory. 
We must possess it if we wish to take our place with the college of the Blessed. 
The degree of glory is given in one department only, that of science. It is 
the Master's Degree in the science of the Master. Death is the commencement, 
and eternity is the life we enter with this sole credential. The signature which 
makes it valid is written in the Blood of the Unspotted Lamb upon the ever- 
lasting substance of our souls. The seal is a glory cross. There is only one 
examination necessary. Its subject matter is the Knowledge, Love and Service 
of God. We may need additional credit; therefore we should check up now 


with the great Registrar and see how we stand in the Book of Life.” 
Selected. 

















(tee Soule’ Day 


Sermon by St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars 


Someta was soe eae 


ILLED with holy joy, the Church looked up yesterday to those 
sublime regions where the saints of heaven without number 
rejoice around the throne of God, and in her gladness of 

heart, clad in festive garb, she let songs of praise resound in honor 
of those who, after having ended their life in happiness, have obtained 
the crown of joy of eternal life. 

Tell me, my dear friends, why did the Church, our mother, re- 
joice yesterday? Why did she clothe herself in festive garments? 
Why did she join in joyous song as if she had a part in the eternal 
happiness of the blessed? But do not ask, my friends! _ The Church, 
mother of all those who gained in her bosom that inexpressible bliss 
of heaven, rejoiced with perfect right that so many millions of her 
dear children obtained the crown of glory for their faithfulness and 
are happy and blessed for all eternity. She rejoiced as a mother re- 
joices when she finds that the greatest happiness has fallen to the lot 
of her children. 

But today her joy has suddenly changed into sorrow; her joyful 
songs are silenced; she sounds her lamentations in doleful chants; no 
longer is she attired in festive garments; her vestments are those of 
mourning. 

Oh, do not ask why! The Church, the mother of all Christians, 
today turns away her eyes from those of her children who exult in 
the realms: above, in the joys of heaven, and looks upon her other chil- 
dren who are stil] detained in that abode of suffering where they are 
purified for their sojourn to heaven, and because she loves these no 
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less than those others and longs to see them partake of that Divine 
happiness, therefore she laments and prays: “Lord, O merciful God, 
lead these souls also’ to that abode of eternal happiness which Thou 
hast deigned to grant to so many millions of Thy children.” 

It is through us, my dear friends, it is from our lips that the holy 
Church sends forth these utterances; it is from our tongues that her 
ptayers to the throne of mercy are addressed. This is the reason why 
she sends us today to the cemetery, that we may, over the graves of 
our parents and deceased relatives, friends and Christian comrades, 
invoke God’s mercy for their souls and entreat with sorrowful hearts 
their deliverance from that purifying fire in which they have to atone 
for all the sins which have not been expiated in this world. And 
this is why she holds before us today that eternal truth of our Faith, 
that by means of our prayers we may come to the rescue of these 
suffering souls, 

Oh, how mindful our holy Church is that she may not forget any 
of her children, and ever longs to see every one of them happy and 
blessed, And you do right, my dear friends, when rejecting that un- 
belief which is called “evangelical” truth, that unbelief which does 
niot want to know anything of a purgatory in the world to come and of 
the efficacy of the prayers for the dead — if you, I say, true to your 
faith in the Holy Catholic Church, come together here on this day, the 
feast of the poor souls, and gather round the altar of the Almighty, and 
through your own most fervent prayers, help those poor souls. 

St. Augustine, my dear friends, points out plainly in what way 
we may come to the rescue of the poor souls in purgatory. “There 
is no doubt,” he says, “that through the prayers of the Church, through 
the most holy Sacrifice, through deeds of charity, we may aid the 
departed.” Prayer is, then, a certain means by which we can further 
the deliverance of the poor souls. The Holy Ghost explicitly states 
this fact in Holy Scripture. “It is,” He says, “a holy and a wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins” 
(2 Mach. xii. 46). Expressly — listen again— expressly the Holy 
Ghost says in Holy Scripture that the deceased by our prayers “may be 
loosed from sins.” 

I will therefore .ask, today, all those who forget their deceased 
brethren: What love is this which does not think daily of the deliver- 
ance of our deceased fellow-Christians?. What love is this that can 
forget those who in life loved us so dearly? What love is this that 
can forget those who have done for us so many acts of kindness while 
they were living? Child, where is your love for your deceased parents? 
brother, where is your love for your deceased brother; that you do 
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not pray every day so that those dear ones may be “loosed from: their 
sins’? Have you forgotten‘ your own flesh and blood? Have you 
forgotten the many acts of kindness they did for you during their 
lifetime? Have you forgotten those promises you gave them before 
death closed their eyes? Oh! listen to the groans of your beloved 
ones in that awful prison. Pay by a devout prayer the little mite they 
are still owing and rescue those who have perhaps waited a very long 
time for their deliverance. 

The saintly Cardinal Hugo exhorts us with impressive words to 
remember this duty, and says, “To obtain deliverance for the dead, 
you that are still among the living of this world should remember them 
in your prayers, so that they may gain through them eternal peace.” 
In a still more urgent manner St. Augustine calls upon us with the 
words: “Forget not the dead and hasten to pray for them.” Yes, make 
haste! Perhaps you may be able this very day to liberate from that 
prison by a devout prayer a soul which otherwise might have to sigh 
and suffer for many a day. 

Another means by which we can free the poor souls from their 
suffering is, according to St. Augustine, the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
St. Monica, the mother of this saint, recognized the truth of this, and 
said on her deathbed to her'son: “Do not think of burying my body in 
magnificent style and of embalming me and where you will bury me. 
Only think of one thing, I beg of you. Remember me at the altar of 
the Lord and offer up the most holy Sacrifice for the benefit of. my 
soul.” St. Monica, my dear people, knew very well that there is no 
better remedy for the souls of the deceased than the most holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. When the good Judas Machabeus sent twelve thousand 
drachms to the temple in Jerusalem as a sacrifice for the benefit of 
his soldiers who had fallen in battle, so that by virtue of this sacrifice 
they might be freed from their sins, then tell me, may we not reasonably 
expect the deliverance of the souls from purgatory by the greater 
virtue of the most holy Sacrifice.of the Mass? 

If the sacrifice of earthly things which have not the least. value in 
the eyes of the Lord, and obtain value before Him only from our good 
intentions which accompany the sacrifice, is considered efficacious for 
obtaining deliverance for the souls in purgatory, how much greater 
must be the efficacy of the Sacrifice of the Lord’s own Body, the value 
of which no man has ever been able to imagine, to aid the poor souls 
to their deliverance! And if the bloody Sacrifice of the Cross was 
able to atone for the curse of God brought upon mankind by the great- 
est sins of men, and likewise was able to open up the gates of heaven 
which had been closed on account of these sins, may we hot expect that 
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the same Sacrifice of Our Lord, offered bloodlessly on the altar, will be 
efficacious enough to free the poor souls of a few little sins, small faults 
which had not changed God’s love into wrath, but only dimmed it? 

St. Chrysostom expresses a great truth when referring to that 
sacrifice which Job offered up for the purification of his children. He 
says: “If Job’s sacrifice purified his children, who can doubt that 
through our Sacrifice (of the Holy Mass) we can bring consolation to 
the poor souls?” And therefore St. Anthony is justified in saying: 
“The most holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in which the Passion of Our 
Lord is perpetually celebrated, is itself the finest and best remedy 
for the souls in purgatory. It is the staff upon which they raise them- 
selves into heaven and eternal rest.” By authority of Scripture and 
the holy fathers, the Church pronounces this dogma and says: “The 
souls in purgatory are aided by the holy Sacrifice of the Mass.” 

According to the opinion of St. Gregory and St. Jerome, the poor 
souls in purgatory sigh and long for nothing so much as that the most 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass be offered up for them. Listen to St. 
Gregory’s own words: “The offering of the holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
for the poor souls in purgatory is of great benefit to them, and they 
long for it with grievous wailings.” St. Jerome is of the opinion that 
the Holy Sacrifice causes alleviation to the suffering of the poor souls 
while It is being offered up to the Heavenly Father. These are his 
words: “The souls who are suffering in purgatory and whom the 
priest prays for on the altar during Mass do not feel the tortures of 
purgatory during the time that the Mass lasts. They ask for nothing 
more, they wish for nothing more than this bloodless Sacrifice.” Hasten 
then, my dear friends, to this source of aid for the poor souls as often 
as you can. Offer up to the Heavenly Father with the priest on the 
altar the Lamb of God as a ransom for their sins, and pray, “O Lamb of 
God, who takest away the sins of the world, give these poor souls 
eternal peace.” 

A third medium by which we can be of help to the poor souls in 
their sufferings is works of charity. Do not let us stop to ask the proof 
of this. If we can turn over the merits of our prayers, the merits of 
the most holy Sacrifice of the Mass, for the benefit of the poor souls, 
we can in like manner turn over for the benefit of the poor souls the 
merits of our works of charity which we are practicing for the good 
of suffering humanity. One thing is certain: our acts of charity turn 
God’s anger into mercy, and if we at the same moment at which we 
have brought forth God’s mercy by a merciful act of our own, rec- 
ommend to the Lord’s mercy one or all of the souls which still have 
to suffer, He will have pity on those souls. 
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The Holy Ghost says: “Water quencheth a flaming fire, and alms 
resisteth sins” (Ecclus. iii. 33). Therefore St. Augustine is justified 
in saying: “The alms of a Christian is a sacrifice of propitiation 
whereby God’s wrath is appeased toward the sinner.” “Yes,” continues 
St. Chrysostom, “alms does even more. It stands before the judgment 
seat of God and:not only asks the Lord for mercy, but also moves 
Him to pronounce a merciful judgment.” 

See then, O Christian, alms “loosens from sin”; “extinguishes sin” ; 
it appeases God’s wrath before the sinner; “it moves Him to pronounce 
a merciful judgment over the sinner!” Well, then, a little gift, a 
small part of your earthly goods, a little something from that which 
your deceased friends Have left you — give it to a needy person and 
say: “O merciful God, I offer Thee this gift of charity in the person 
of this poor man. Be merciful to those souls whe are separated from 
You and are still suffering in purgatory. Remit their sins and deliver 
them from their sufferings. Thou hast said, ‘Give and it sliall be given 
to you.’ See, O Lord! I give to this poor person; I give to Thee. 
Give me for it, I pray You, that souk en whose behalf I offer You this 
gift, the soul of my father, of my mother, the soul of my brother or 
sister, and receive it into Your eternal peace!” 

Let us, then, my dear Christians, in this manner come to. the 
rescue of these poor souls. Are they not our parents, our brothers, 
our sisters, our relatives and friends, who are perltaps still suffering 
beyond? ‘Fhey are our parents, our relations; our father, to whom 
we owe our existence; our mother who has borne us under her heart; 
our brother, our sister, who loved us so dearly; our friends who were 
so dear to our hearts. Oh! do not let us be hard against our own 
flesh and blood. Do not let us forget them who call to us every day: 
“Have pity on us, have pity on us, at least you our friends.” 

Let us pray for them every day; let us go to the altar for them 
and receive the Most Holy Sacrament; let us give alms to the poor 
for them, so that God in His mercy may soon receive them into His 
eternal peace and heavenly joys. Amen! 


Rest in God! 


ei 
NXIETY of mind, grief of heart, or pain of body, makes us all, 
at one time or another in our life, long for rest —- the rest 
that is to be found only in God. The holy souls, too, long 
for that true rest. By having a candle burned for them, you 
may hasten the time when these patient sufferers may rest in God! 


For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned & day and a night 
before the most Blessed Sacrament exposed, in any of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries; for 
$3.50, one week, and for $12:00, am entire month. 
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‘Consoled by the Hope of a Blessed Immortality! 


a sal 


; RUEL as is the suffering that comes to many hearts in 
ef these days through the loss of dear ones in the war, 
for the Catholic father and mother, wife, sister and 
brother, or friend, there is yet a thought that consoles. It is the 
knowledge that nothing happens without the will of God, who desires 
only that which is for His greatest glory and the good of souls. See- 
ing in his affliction the tender hand of a loving Father, the good 
Christian does not mourn without hope. For beyond the dark side of 
death, there looms: the hope of a glorious resurrection for his dear 
ones and of a happy reunion with them. “For unto Thy faithful, O 
Lord, life is changed, not taken away; .and the abode of this earthly 
sojourn being dissolved, an eternal dwelling is prepared in heaven” 
(Preface of the Mass for the Departed). So, though death afflicts, the 
promise of future immortality consoles. At death, the soul goes to 
God who made it; it exchanges earthly things for those which are 
eternal, the imperfect for the perfect. Death is for all the door to 
eternity. 

Souls innumerable pass through the door of death each moment 
of the day. The greater number, in all probability, must wait in 
purgatory, the antechamber of heaven, for a longer or shorter time, 
before being admitted into that abode of. eternal blessedness. How 
many souls must now be waiting there for the happy moment of de- 
liverance! For the number of deaths has greatly increased in recent 
years and months, as a result of the tragedies of war, accidents and 
other causes. From the depths of purgatory these souls now cry to 
their friends: “Miseremini mei! Have pity on me!” Hearken to their 
plea, and remember them in your prayers! 

It is a beautiful ray of heavenly hope, a blessed source of consola- 
tion, a sweet relief and holy peace to many to have their dear departed 
ones enrolled in our Association of Perpetual Adoration, where they are 
remembered night and day in God’s most holy Presence on the altar 
of exposition in our four Eucharistic sanctuaries. The living also 
may be enrolled in the Association. Those so enrolled share in per- 
petuity in the Perpetual Adoration in each of our Adoration Chapels 
— at Clyde and Kansas City, Missouri; Mundelein, Illinois; and 
Tucson, Arizona. Besides, they are remembered daily by all the 
Sisters of our Congregation of Perpetual Adoration (about 250) in 
Holy Mass and Holy Communion, in the daily Rosary and in Benedic- 
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament, given twice daily in each Sanctuary. 
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To participate in these benefits, the name of the living or deceased 
person must be entered in the register of the Association at the Mother- 
house at Clyde, Missouri, and an offering of $1.00 should be made for 
the maintenance of the Perpetual Adoration Sanctuaries. 


Privileged Members 


In addition to the spiritual benefits enumerated above, those who 
become privileged members participate in one or more special Holy 
Masses offered for them daily; in the Canonical Hours of the Divine 
Office daily recited in each Sanctuary, and in numerous other good works 
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Sisters and Novices at Prayer in the Adoration Chapel at Clyde 


of the Benedictine Sisters. They also enjoy the privilege of having 
their names entered in the GOLDEN BOOK, a beautiful volume which 
rests near the throne of Exposition at the Motherhouse at Clyde, 
Missouri. * 

To become a privileged member, in addition to having one’s name 
entered in the register of the Association, one should make an offering 
of $10.00 for the maintenance of the Perpetual Adoration Chapels. 

Families of more than five (father, mother and children) may be 
enrolled as privileged members by having their names registered and 
making an offering of $50.00. 

In each case enrollment is perpetual. 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
ete 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 


tke 
No Salvation Outside of the Cherch 


Concluded 
N OUR last issue we observed that God will never refuse to bestow . 
| the gift of faith upon those who seek the truth with a sincere heart,’ 
who use their best endeavors to find it, and sincerely pray for it 
with confidence and perseverance. But He leaves every man perfectly 
free either to enter His Church or to remain outside of it. He will 
not force anyone against his will to submit to the @hurch, for He 
respects the gift of free will which He has given to man. 


A Word to Non-Catholics 


To all outside the Church who wish to attain salvation we would 
address the words of the saintly Pope Pius IX, which succinctly express 
the mind of every Roman Pontiff: ‘“‘Let those, therefore, who wish to 
be saved, come to the pillar and the ground of faith, which is the 
Church; let them come to the true Church of Christ, which, in her 
bishops and in the Roman Pontiff, the chief head of all, has the succes- 
sion of apostolical authority which has never been interrupted, which 
has never counted anything of greater importance than to preach, and 
by all means to keep and defend, the doctrine proclaimed by the 
Apostles at Christ’s command. This apostolical authority of the Church 
has, from the Apostles’ time, ever increased in the midst of difficulties 
of every kind; it has become illustrious throughout the whole world 
by the splendor of miracles and by the blood of martyrs; it has been 
strengthened by the most wise testimonies and writings of the Fathers; 
it has flourished, and does flourish, in all the regions of the earth, and 
shines refulgent in the perfect unity of faith, of sacraments, and of 
holy discipline. 

“We who, though unworthy, hold this supreme See of the Apostle 
Peter, wherein Christ has laid the foundation of the same Church of 
His, shall never at any time abstain from any cares or labors, that, by 
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the grace of Christ Himself, We may bring those who are ignorant, 
and who are going astray, to this only road of truth and salvation. 
But let all those who oppose themselves remember that heaven and 
earth shall indeed pass away, but that nothing can ever pass away of 
the words of Christ, nor any change be made in the doctrine which 
the Catholic Church has received from Christ, to be kept, defended 
and preached.” 

To these words we may add those of our present Holy Father, 
though we have already quoted them in part in a previous issue: 
“From a heart overflowing with love, We ask each and every one of 
them (non-Catholics) to be quick and ready to follow the interior 
movements of grace, and to look to withdrawing from that state in 
which they cannot be sure of their salvation. For even though un- 
suspectingly they are related to the Mystical Body of the Redeemer 
in desire and resolution, they still remain deprived of so many precious 
gifts and helps from heaven, which one can enjoy only in the Catholic 
Church. May they then enter into Catholic unity, and, united with 
us in the organic oneness of the Body of Jesus Christ, may they hasten 
to the one Head in the society of glorious love. With persevering 
prayer to the Spirit of love and truth We wait for them with open 
arms to return, not to a stranger’s house, but to their own, their 
Father’s house.’’ (Encyclical, ‘‘Mystici Corporis’’) 

In the Church alone there is certainty and security against error. 
Around this Rock we behold nothing but confusion of doctrine, dis- 
astrous shipwrecks, indifference to religion, negation of worship, the 
abomination of atheism and immorality, derision of holy things, the 
denial of all revelation and of everything supernatural. Every non- 
Catholic who earnestly seeks to learn what he is to believe, every one 
who yearns to obtain certainty in religious matters, must sooner or 
later turn to the Catholic Chureh as the only source of certainty, the 
only guardian of the true religion, the only fountain of true peace and 
happiness in life and in death. And those who, enlightened by the 
grace of God, abandon falsehood and accept the saving truth of the 
one and only Church of Christ, will assuredly be repaid a thousand- 
fold both in time and in eternity for whatever soul-anguish, struggle and 
sacrifice this step may have cost them. 

Such has been the experience of thousands upon thousands of con- 
verts, as testified in the histories of their conversion. Though they 
struggied obstinately against the truth and sought by every means to 
evade the conclusions which reason forced upon them, they were obliged 
to abandon one by one their false beliefs, until, as one well-known 
eonvert (the Rev. Seldon Peabody Delaney) expressed it, they emerged 
from the shadow into the light, from the mists of twilight into the 
refulgent splendor of the noonday sun, and their anxious wrestlings 
with doubt gave way to ineffable joy and peace of soul. 

In seeking the truth, non-Catholics should have as their criterion 
not whether they like or dislike the dogmas presented, but whether 
these are founded on the teaching of Christ and on His Divine authority. 
They will doubtless find help in their perplexities by consulting converts 
and reading the accounts of the doubts, difficulties, struggles, tempta- 
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tions and mental anguish which others had to overcome before they 
finally reached a haven of happiness and peace within the Catholic 
Church. 

‘“‘When I am asked what I have found within the Catholic Church 
superior to all that Protestantism gave me,’’ writes Charles Warren 
Stoddard in his Rebuliding a Lost Faith,* “I find that language is in- 
adequate to express it. One thinks of the familiar metaphor of a 
stained-glass window in a vast cathedral. Seen from without by day, 
it seems to be an unintelligible mass of dusky glass. Viewed from 
within, however, it reveals a beautiful design, where sacred story glows 
resplendently in form and color. So is it with the Church of Rome. 
One must enter it to understand its sanctity and charm. When I reflect 
upon that Church’s long, unbroken continuity extending back to the 
very days of the Apostles; when I recall her grand, inspiring traditions, 
her blessed sacraments, her immemorial language, her changeless creed, 
her noble ritual, her stately ceremonies, her priceless works of art, her 
wondrous unity of doctrine, her ancient prayers, her matchless organi- 
zation, her Apostolic authority, her splendid roll of saints and martyrs 
reaching up like Jacob’s ladder, and uniting earth and heaven; when I 
reflect upon the intercession for us of those saints and martyrs, en- 
hanced by the petitions of the Blessed Mother of Our Lord; and, last 
but not least, when I consider the abiding Presence of the Savior on 
her altars; — I feel that this One, Holy, Apostolic Church has given 
me certainty for doubt, order for confusion, sunlight for darkness, and 
substance for shadow. It is the Bread of Life and the Wine of the Soul, 
instead of the unsatisfying husks; the father’s welcome, with the ring 
and the robe, instead of the weary exile in the wilderness of doubt. 
It is true, the prodigal must retrace the homeward road, and even 
enter the doorway of the mansion on his knees; but, within, what a 
recompense! 

“Favored are those who, from their childhood up, are nurtured 
in the Catholic Church, and to whom all her comforts, aids and sacra- 
ments come no less freely than the air and sunshine. Yet I have 
sometimes wondered whether such favored Catholics ever know the 
rapture of the homeless waif, to whom the splendors of his Father’s 
house are suddenly revealed; the consolation of the mariner whose 
storm-tossed vessel finally attains the sheltered port; the gratitude of 
the lonely wanderer, long lost in cold and darkness, who shares at 
last, however undeservedly, the warmth and light of God’s great 


spiritual HOME!” 
These are the words of one who previous to his conversion had been 


an agnostic for forty years. 


A Final Word to Catholics 


“Nothing more glorious, nothing nobler, nothing surely more en- 
nobling cam be imagined than to belong to the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 
and Roman Church,” says our Holy Father, Pius XII, in his beautiful 
Encyclical on the Mystical Body. Yes, truly, the privilege of being a 


*This book reveals step by step the author’s experiences in the process of his con- 
version. May be obtained from P. J. Kennedy and Sons, 44 Barclay St., New York. 
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faithful child of the Catholic Church is a grace for which we can never 
be sufficiently grateful. We ought daily to thank Almighty God on 
our knees for having given us the priceless heritage of the true Faith 
and having placed us in the bosom of Holy Mother Church, who takes 
such maternal care of us from the cradle to the grave. But at the 
same time we must not forget that the Church will save us only if 
we love and obey her; otherwise our profession of the true Faith will 
avail us nothing. To know and to believe the Catholic doctrine is one 
thing (even the demons in hell do that); to live up to it is quite 
another. ‘For it is not they who hear the law that are just in the 
sight of God,” says St. Paul, ‘“‘but it is they who follow the law that 
will be justified’ (Rom. ii. 13). 

Sad, inexpressibly sad, is the condition of the disloyal and rebel- 
lious children of the Church whose love has grown cold or has turned 
even to bitterest hatred of this best of mothers. Great, indeed, is their 
loss, for it is they themselves, and not the Church, who are the losers. 
And unless they repair this loss in time, it will be theirs to suffer in 
unspeakable pangs of remorse throughout eternity. 

Likewise greatly to be lamented is the scandal given to those out- 
side the Church by the bad example of unfaithful Catholics, which in 
thousands of cases has turned away God-seeking souls who would 
otherwise have embraced the Church. What a tremendous responsi- 
bility is theirs in the sight of God if such souls are lost! 


It has been said, and rightly so, that if all Catholics were good 
Catholics, the world would soon be converted to the Catholic Faith. 
For, of all the influences that remove anti-Catholic prejudice, or induce 
non-Catholics to examine and to embrace the Faith, few can compare 
in effectiveness with the force of good example. In the history of 
most converts there will be found a glowing tribute to some practical 
Catholic, whose splendid example was a persuasive argument for the 
claims of the Church. Our first duty, then, is to live our Catholic Faith. 

Having obtained from God this priceless treasure of the true 
Faith, we have also the duty to share it with others. Our Catholic 
converts have proved far more zealous in this respect than most of us 
who have possessed the Faith from infancy. One zealous convert is 
reported to have attained the remarkable record of bringing four hun- 
dred persons into the Church, and his good work is still continuing. 
According to fairly recent statistics, there was only one convert for 
about every three hundred Catholics in our country over a given period 
of time. This certainly is a sad commentary on our zeal and our 
example. We all have the apostolic duty of extending the kingdom of 
Christ. We have the fulness of truth, the directive authority of Christ’s 
representatives, and the most perfect means of sanctification. The 
world stands in need of all these, and with a special urgency at the 
present time. There is also at the present time a remarkable surge of 
interest in the Catholic Church, due to the prominent position in which 
she has been placed by the events of the war in all countries of the 
world. Let us, then, rise to the occasion, and contribute our share 
in bringing about that glorious triumph of the Church foretold by 
Christ, when there shall be “one fold and one Shepherd.’ We can 
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begin in our own little circle by inviting our non-Catholic friends and 
acquaintances to attend Catholic services, at opportune times, (many 
of them may be waiting for just such an invitation); by giving them 
Catholic literature as occasion arises, answering their queries in a kind 
manner, and above all, by giving them a good example and praying 
for them. Then, reaching out to broader circles, we can lend our sup- 
port to the missions and to missionary enterprises, to the spread of 
Catholic literature and other forms of apostolate. 

Finally, we must carefully guard the precious treasure of our 
Faith and never rashly expose it to danger, which may easily result 
in its loss. One of the greatest pitfalls to Faith is the reading of books 
which are secretly anti-Catholic or anti-Christian in character, many 
of which are so ably penned and so subtle in their -insinuations that it 
is difficult to recognize the poison concealed in their pages. Especially 
is this so at the present time, when books and tracts inimical to the 
Faith are multiplied, under cover of science, history, and other branches 
of learning where one would not expect to encounter the poison of 
false religious doctrine. Some Catholics foolishly flatter themselves 
in thinking that they can read anything and everything without harm, 
but they usually live to rue the day when they indulged their curiosity 
or vanity by reading works which they knew to be dangerous to their 
religion or their morals. In this regard, too great care cannot be 
taken in watching over the reading of youths and children, whose im- 
pressionable minds are easily victimized by falsehood, especially when 
it is presented in an attractive manner, as is usually the case. 

Let us, then, often repeat the Apostles’ Creed as an expression of 
our unwavering faith in “the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion 
of Saints,” and frequently ask God in earnest and humble prayer for 
the grace to adhere faithfully to the Church until death. The follow- 
ing prayer may answer this purpose: — 

“Preserve us, O Lord, in the true Catholic Faith. Infirmities afflict 
us, annoyances weary us, misfortunes oppress us, but preserve to us 
Thy holy Faith; for, endowed with this precious gift, we shall willingly 
bear every sorrow, and nothing can affect our happiness. On the other 
hand, without this supreme treasure of our Faith, our misfortune will 
be unspeakable and immense. O good Jesus, Author of our Faith, keep 
it pure; keep us safe within the Bark of Peter, faithful and obedient 
to his successor, Thy Vicar here on earth, that so the unity of Holy 
Church may be preserved, holiness ‘fostered, the Holy See kept free 
and protected, and the universal Church extended, to the advantage of 
souls. O Jesus, Author of our Faith, humble and convert the enemies 
of Thy Church; bestow on all kings and Christian princes, and on all 
the faithful, peace and true unity; strengthen and maintain all in Thy 
holy service, to the end that we may live by Thee and die in Thee. O 
Jesus, Author of our Faith, in Thee I would live and die. Amen.’’ 

St. Teresa never ceased to thank God for having made her a child 
of the Holy Catholic Church. Her consolation at the hour of death was 
to repeat again and again: “I die a child of the Holy Church, I die a 
child of the Holy Church!” May this be also the triumphant cry of 
our dying lips. (Explanation of Tenth Article te follow.) 
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Longing for Heaven 


Although it applies to all the faithful, this article is intended especially for 

the edification of our Secular Oblates. 
<>: 4— 

ESIRE is one of the most potent of forces to impel the 
human heart to good or evil. If the object desired is 
good, the desire for it will prove a powerful lever to 
raise the heart to noble things; but if it is base or evil, 
the desire for it will degrade the heart that aspires after 

it. St. Benedict, who possessed in an extraordinary degree the science 
of reading human hearts and directing them Godward, plays upon 
this well-known truth when he exhorts his disciples, in the 46th Instru- 
ment of Good Works mentioned in his Holy Rule, “to desire life 
everlasting with all spiritual longing.” Knowing that longing for 
heaven is a most effective spur te the practice of virtue, this great 
teacher of perfection urges his followers to cultivate this longing by 
daily practice, until it becomes an impelling force, motivating all 
their actions. 

As the prospect of an earthly reward spurs people on to heroic 
deeds and feats of valor, so the promise of a heavenly reward which 
God holds out to all His faithful servants should encourage them to 
perform good works and resist evil. It was this hope of life everlasting 
that buoyed up the martyrs in their torments and gave them strength 
to face the greatest perils with calmness and even joy. 

We all long for perfect peace and happiness, and do all in our 
power to attain it as far as it is possible here below. Why, then, 
should we not desire with equal intensity the perfect peace and happi- 
ness which we know will be ours in the life to come if we aspire 
after it with all spiritual longing? Let us, then, keep ever before us 
this prospect of unalloyed happiness as the goal of all our activities; 
for such desires, if sincere and earnest, will not remain sterile, but will 
produce in us the virtues and good works which are essential to the 
attainment of the object of our desires. 

The month of November is a fitting time for us to reanimate our- 
selves with fervent longing for heaven, since it places before us, in 
the feasts of All Saints and All Souls, the joys of the elect in paradise, 
and the peace and joy, even in intensest suffering; of those blessed souls 
whose salvation is assured. For Benedictines it is even more so, because 
it brings also the feast of All Saints of the Benedictine Order, celebrated 
on the 13th of the month. Our dear lay-associates in the Order, the 
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Secular Oblates of St. Benedict, will be aided in their quest for per- 
fection by a consideration of this precept of our beloved Father and 
Guide: To DESIRE LIFE EVERLASTING WITH ALL SPIRITUAL LONGING. 

The vision and the enjoyment of God in heaven is: man’s highest 
blessedness, and no earthly consideration should be able to weaken 
our desire to attain this blessedness. The remembrance of heaven 
preserves us from growing lax in our duties, strengthens us in resisting 
temptations and encourages us in the performance of good works. 
It comforts us in our trials and sorrows, and enables us to bear with 
patience and fortitude the tribulations of this life. As we lift our 
thoughts heavenward and behold the saints in glory, we are heartened 
by the thought that we, too, are destined to be crowned with eternal 
joy and happiness after our brief sojourn on earth is over. From their 
lives we can learn how to regulate our lives so as to be certain to 
reach our goal. And we, as Benedictines, will choose in a special way 
the saints of our holy Order as our models, beginning with St. Benedict 
himself, the exemplar of all virtues. In him we will find a perfect 
example of ardent longing for everlasting life, for St. Benedict did 
not propose to his disciples anything which he did not practice himself. 

But in order that this longing may have a solid foundation, and 
not be directed to a vague fancy, we must place before our spiritual 
eye the picture of the Heavenly Jerusalem as presented to us in Holy 
Scripture, in the liturgy of the Church and in the writings of spiritual 
masters. The images which Holy Scripture employs in picturing for 
us the glories of heaven are nearly always suggestive of kingly power 
and majesty, for this symbolizes the height of human greatness. The 
Prince of the Apostles speaks of “the unfading crown of glory” which 
the elect will receive. (1 Pet. v. 4.) St. John, in his vision of heaven, 
saw “golden crowns” adorning the brows of the elders. (Apoc. iv. 4.) 
Our Divine Lord Himself spoke of a kingdom which would be prepared 
for His elect, and of a royal banquet and thrones on which they should 
reign. (Luke -xxii. 28-30.) There are numerous references in the 
psalms to. the glory and the joys of the saints in heaven, many of which 
the Church has borrowed in her liturgy for the feast of All Saints. 
She also draws copiously from the “Apocalypse,” in which St. John 
so vividly describes the glories of the Heavenly Jerusalem. 

Among the works of spiritual writers, we can find no more glow- 
ing description of the delights of heaven than that contained in the 
writings of the saintly Benedictine Abbot, Louis Blosius, which we 
quote: “O life eternal! O most desirable abode! O Heavenly Jerusalem, 
who can describe thee? who can speak of thee, or rightly understand 
thee? In thee is that good, that joy, that solace, which ‘eye hath not 
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seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man’ 
(1 Cor. ii. 9); for the sake of which so many legions of martyrs have 
most readily welcomed death. Thy gates shine with choice pearls; thy 
streets are paved with the purest gold; thy walls are bright with most 
precious stones. In thee, delicious gardens and pleasant vales are ever 
fresh;... in thee, all kinds of beautiful things abound without fading, 
remain without passing away, exist without corruption, are eternal 
without change... In thee are peace and repose surpassing all imagi- 
nation; in thee is eternal day, and one life in all; in thee is certain 
security and secure eternity; eternal tranquillity and tranquil happiness; 
happy sweetness and sweet joy; in thee shall the just shine as the sun. 
(Matt. xiii. 43.) No one can seek, or desire, or love anything, which 
he will not find in thee... 

“Oh, what an ocean of unalloyed bliss, what a torrent of unmixed 
joy, what an abyss of purest delight is it to see the God of gods in 
Sion (Psalm Ixxxiii. 8.), to discern that incomprehensible glory of the 
Most Holy Trinity; clearly to contemplate that surpassing fairness, 
perfectly to taste that ineffable sweetness from whence flows out all 
the beauty and sweetness of created things; to behold the most blessed 
Mother of God, to join the chorus of Angels, to have perpetual fellow- 
ship with the holy Patriarchs and Prophets, with the holy Apostles 
and Martyrs, with the holy Confessors and Virgins; to know all the 
citizens of heaven, and to rejoice with each of them in their eternal 
happiness. Love this beatitude and frequently sigh after it. Thou 
canst not, indeed, see it now with thy bodily eyes; but thou canst per- 
ceive it with the eyes of faith. Believe what thou seest not, that thou 
mayest deserve one day to obtain what thou hast believed.” 

The saintly Abbot then echoes the counsel of St. Benedict that 
we long ardently for the joys of heaven:— 

“Oh, that love of God and contempt of the present life were so 
strong within thee that thou mightest truly say with the Apostle St. 
Paul, ‘I desire to be dissolved, and to be with Christ!’ (Philip. i. 23.) 
There is nothing which more exhilarates the faithful and loving soul 
than the hope that, having fulfilled the appointed course of this life, 
it will attain to that blessed haven of eternal peace, where it will no 
more be stained with any sin; where no fear, no danger, no anxiety, — 
no vicissitudes, will afflict it; where, full of charity, it will praise God 
without impediment; where it will most perfectly please Him and 
«will love nothing besides Him; where, at length, it will entirely possess 
God, and be possessed by Him... 

“Happy is the hour, and most desirable the moment, when the 
Heavenly Spouse joyfully meets the holy soul coming forth from the 
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prison of the body with gentle words, and invites it, saying, “Arise, 
make haste, my love. For winter is now past, the rain is over and 
gone. Flowers have appeared in our land; the vines in flower yield 
their sweet smell’ (Cant. ii. 10, 11, 12). Come forth with joy, most 
dear daughter; tremble not, nor be afraid; thou art brought out of 
exile, thou leavest the miseries of the calamitous world. For ‘nor 
mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow, shall be any more’ ‘(Apoc. xxi. 4). 
Henceforth, the corruptible body shall not weigh down the soul; 
for when thou art admitted into the joy of the Lord, thou shalt rejoice 
forever in the gift of immortality.” 

Surely such thoughts should elevate our souls above the pleasures 
and trials and sorrows of this world, and make us desire heaven with 
ali spiritual longing. May this desire burn ever more brightly in the 
soul of each one of our dear Oblates, and may it be realized one day 
in the full enjoyment of the bliss of heaven! 


Secular Oblates 


HE Institute of Secular Oblates is an association for Catholics who 
desire to make a more perfect offering of their lives to God and 
to share with the religious of the Benedictine Order in some of 

the benefits of the religious life. It is something akin to the Third 
Order of SS. Francis and Dominic, yet quite different, since there is 
only one Order of St. Benedict and one Benedictine rule. The Oblates 
become affiliated with a Benedictine abbey by offering themselves to 
lead a more perfect Christian life according to the spirit of St. Benedict. 
Before they are permitted to do so, they are formally invested with 
the scapular and are obliged to make a novitiate of a year and a day in 
erder to learn what things are proper to a Benedictine Oblate, and to 
decide whether they wish to undertake the life of an Oblate. At the 
end of a year they make their Oblation and are inscribed in the archives 
of the abbey for all time as members of the Benedictine family and 
official sharers in the prayers and good works of the community. 


By special arrangement, affiliation may be made with Conception 
Abbey, Conception, Missouri, through our Convent. 


Persons interested will gladly be given full information if they 
will kindly direct their inquiry to: The Oblate Directress, Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


It is hardly necessary to remind our faithful Oblates that the feast 
of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Nov. 21st) is the prin- 
cipal feast of the Oblates, on which they should renew their Act of 
Oblation each year. It may be done privately at any time of the day. 
Very fitting would it be to assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Com- 
munion on this day, and then, in union with the oblation which the 
spotless Virgin made of herself, renew your oblation. May this feast 
be one of very special joys and graces for all our dear Oblates! 
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Sanctification through the Mass 
—rono4— 


| MONG the many means of sanctification 
Al which our Savior left to us in His 
Church, the holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
holds a most prominent and important place 
because of the rich treasures of grace which flow 
from it to the souls of those who devoutly parti- 
cipate in its celebration. “The sanctification of 
our soul,” says Father Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P., 
“is found in a daily increasing intimate union with God — a union of 
faith, confidence and love. Hence, the most exalted act of religion and 
of Christian worship, namely, the participation in the Sacrifice of the 
Mass, is one of the greatest means of sanctification. To each interior 
soul the Mass must be every morning the eminent source, as it were, 
from which flow the graces needed in the course of the day, — the 
source of light and warmth, resembling in the spiritual order the rising 
of the sun in the natural order” (Les Trois Ages de la Vie Interieur, 
Vol. I, p. 550). 

But, although the Mass itself is a most perfect and unfailing source 
of sanctity, the measure of our participation in it depends on the degree 
of perfection with which we assist at its celebration and thus draw from 
this fountain of grace and salvation. As the saintly Abbot Marmion 
says: “Its fruits are inexhaustible, but they are in great part measured 
by our inward dispositions. In every Mass there are infinite possi- 
bilities for us of perfection and holiness; but the measure of graces 
we receive is the measure of our faith and of our love” (Christ, the 
Life of the Soul, p. 252). 

We must be careful to distinguish, therefore, between the effects 
which the Eucharistic Sacrifice is capable of producing and those which 
it really produces, lest we expect too much from the Mass considered 
in itself (ex opere operato, as theologians express it), and overlook 
its effects ex opere operantis — those produced by our co-operation. 

A food may be ever so rich in minerals and vitamins; but unless 
a person partakes of that food, and does so in a proper manner, he 
cannot benefit by its health-giving substances. A spring may give forth 
in abundance water that is rich in medicinal properties; but unless a 
person drinks deeply from that spring, he will derive no benefit from 
it. A medicine may be yet so excellent, but it will not effect a cure 
unless properly received into the system of the sick person. So, too, 
in the spiritual life. The means of spiritual health — that is, of sancti- 
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fication — which Our Lord has provided, are numerous and most per- 
fectly adapted to impart His Divine life to our souls, but unless we 
make proper use of them, they must fail of their effects in our regard 
or fall far short of the effects they might have produced. If, then, we 
wish to partake in fullest measure of the sanctifying fruits of the Mass, 
we must endeavor, with the help of grace, to participate in it in as 


perfect a manner as possible. 
The excellence of the Sacrifice of the Mass considered in itself, 


and, consequently, its intrinsic power of producing the effects it is 
intended for, derives, according to the Council of Trent, from the fact 
that it is substantially the same sacrifice as the Sacrifice of the Cross, 
because it is offered by the same Priest, who actually continues to 
offer Himself through the ministry of men ordained to this purpose, 
and there is the same Victim, truly present on the altar; the only dif- 
ference consisting in the manner of the offering. Whilst on the Cross 
there was a bloody immolation, in the Mass there is a sacramental 
oblation, through the separation — not physical but only sacramental — 
of the Savior’s Body and Blood, by virtue of the double consecration. 
The Savior’s Blood, without being shed physically, is nevertheless shed 


sacramentally. 
Some authors, instead of saying “sacramentally” prefer to say 


“mystically,” which means “mysteriously.” Both expressions are cor- 
rect. The first, however, seems to have this advantage, that it recalls 
to our minds the fact that Jesus instituted the Eucharistic Sacrifice 
not only in order to continue or re-present, throughout the course of 
the centuries, the substantial reality of His Bloody Sacrifice, but also 
in order that it might be to us a perpetual MEMORIAL, a perpetual 
reminder of what He did for our Redemption, and of the perpetual 
and uninterrupted permanence in His Heart of the INTERIOR Dispost- 
TIONS that prompted Him to what He did in the course of His whole 
earthly existence, but particularly on Calvary. These interior disposi- 
tions were a burning love for the Father and for men. This twofold 
love — which in reality is only one, the love of God — was the root 
and source of His obedience to the will of the Father, who had laid 
out for Him, even in its minutest details, a program of life most terrify- 
ing to the human nature of Christ, but on the perfect execution of which 
depended mankind’s redemption. Jesus fulfilled that program in such 
perfect entirety that not even one iota was overlooked, and with the 
perfect interior disposition of the most burning love, from the moment 
of His incarnation until His last breath on Calvary. 

Now, in the Holy Eucharist Jesus still has the same interior dis- 
positions: the same love for the Father, the same willingness to do 
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always the will of the Father, no matter what sacrifices it may demand 
of Him; and the same love for men, the same readiness to shed again 
His Most Precious Blood in the same excruciating physical reality 
as He did on Calvary, if this were necessary for the salvation of even 
one single soul, if it were convenient, and if the Father demanded or 
at least allowed it. On the altar He, so to say, goes as far in the real 
re-enactment of the Bloody Sacrifice of Calvary as the Father allows 
Him to, and stops only when the Father stops Him as He stopped 
Abraham on the holy mount. 

The Mass, therefore, is a memorial, or a reminder, of the historical 
fact of Christ’s Passion and Death on the Cross; of His interior dispo- 
sitions of love, zeal and obedience which prompted His interior oblation 
to the Father for His glory andsfor the salvation of the world from 
the first to the last moment of His earthly life, and which He renews and 
continues in the Mass; and of His readiness to drain once more all 
His Heart’s Blood for our salvation. This readiness to die again for 
our redemption is signified by the sacramental separation of His Body 


and Blood in Holy Mass. 
Thus we see why the expression “sacramental oblation” is so well 


chosen. “Sacramental” derives from “sacrament.” Every sacrament 
is an outward sign that in some manner signifies what the reception 
of the sacrament produces in the soul. That always permanent and 
living interior oblation which Christ makes of Himself is signified 
and recalled to our memories in the Mass by the separation of the 
two kinds of sacramental species. And we may add, in truth, that 
this separation, precisely because it reminds us of the interior disposi- 
tions of Christ in our regard, reminds us also of the fact that in heaven 
He does not cease pleading for us. (Hebr. vii. 25.) What St. Paul says 
could be paraphrased in the following manner: Ready to die again 
and again for us, Christ continuously renews the interior offering of 
Himself to the Father to this purpose; but, being prevented by the 
eternal decrees of the Father from putting into effect His willingness, 
He presents continuously: His Precious Blood and His five Holy 
Wounds to the Father as a memorial of what He did for us in obedience 
to His Father’s will, and asks His Father to apply to us the fruits of 
His Passion and Death. In Holy Mass, He speaks to us through the 
mystical language of the memorial He has left to us, thereby enkindling 
love in our hearts and inviting us to offer ourselves in union with Him 
to the same purposes for which He died on the Cross. 

Here we must remember that Christ, when He offered Himself on 
the Cross, did so as our Substitute, as our divinely appointed and ac- 
cepted Representative, and that, therefore, in reality He offered us with 
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Himself. And one of the reasons why He instituted the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice was to give to each one of us an opportunity to ratify by 
ourselves what He did on Calvary in our name, thus being priest and 
victim with Him, in Him and through Him, and in this manner to 
receive the fruits of the shedding of His Blood. 

This leads us to the consideration of the distinction pointed out in 
a previous paragraph between the effects of the Mass ex opere operato 
and ex opere operantis. 
* The interior oblation which Christ makes of Himself, and which 
is, as it were, the Sout of the Sacrifice of the Mass, receives an infinite 
value from the Divine Person of the Word-made-Flesh, who is the prin- 
cipal Priest and Victim, continuing His immolation under a sacra- 
mental form. It has the same ends as the Sacrifice of the Cross, namely, 
adoration, thanksgiving, expiation or propitiation, and petition. It has 
also the same effects. But, whilst these effects, considered in their 
immediate relation to God, are always produced infallibly and in their 
fulness (particularly reparation and thanksgiving) those effects (par- 
ticularly satisfaction and petition) are realized in each one of us only 
in a limited measure. This limitation comes primarily from the 
eternal decrees of God regarding the application of the Mass to us, 
and secondarily (although to an extent that would frighten us if we 
knew it and thus realized our responsibility) from our FREE WILL, 
namely, from our interior dispositions, The fruits of the Mass are 
applied to us in the measure of our interior dispositions — that is, 
of those dispositions our souls possess when we come to Mass, and of 
those with which we assist at Mass. And this is just what we should 
well understand if we wish to know why Holy Mass is one of the 
greatest means of sanctification, and how we should assist at its cele- 


bration if we wish to make an effective use of it as such. 
To be continued 


~~, Ca 
Spiritual Vitamin for November 
Jesus, my God, I love Thee above all things! 


NOTE: A brochure explaining the Apostolate to Assist Dying Non- 
Catholics (outlined in our September issue) may be obtained gratis, in 
English or German, from either of the following addresses. Also cards 
with “My Daily Prayer” ranging in cost from 1¢ to 4¢. 

Rt. Rev. R. J. Markham, S.T.D., Compton Road, Hartwell, Cincinnati, O. 
Sr. M. Carmelita, R.S.M., Convent of Mercy, 1409 Freeman Ave., 
Cincinnati, O. 
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Little Lovers’ League 
- 


» HAT loneliness and longing for the love of souls the 
Heart of Jesus feels as He remains day after day and 
night after night in the darkness of the Tabernacle! 
ae He has made the little Tabernacle His earthly home so 
ge that He may be always with us and so that we may be 
NZ able to visit Him often and talk with Him as to a dear 
Friend! But how few there are who come to Him! 

Dear children, are you among those few who visit Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament? If you are not, listen carefully to this little legend. 
One day a little ray of sunshine entered a church through one of the 
stained glass windows, vividly coloring the red robes and blue mantles 
of the saints, and amusing itself in gilding the floor of the church and 
in decorating the walls with sparkling diamonds and precious stones. 
It was smiling and gay, but suddenly it heard a sad voice saying: 
“Oh, I am so lonely! I am always alone!” 

The little ray of sunshine stopped in its play and sought to find 
where the voice had come from. It flitted to the statues and questioned 
them one by one, as it encircled their brows with a crown of rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires and amethysts. But all in vain. They were silent. 
Again the little ray of sunshine heard that sad voice: “Oh, I am so 
lonely. I am always alone.” 

Now the little ray of sunshine turned to the Blessed Virgin, for it 
had often heard preachers say that she was the Mother of Sorrows. 
But the lips of Our Lady remained closed. So, turning to Saint 
Anthony, the ray of sunshine whispered in his ear: “Tell me, who is 
sighing thus, that I may console him, for that is my mission. When 
something makes people rejoice, they often say: ‘It is just like a ray 
of sunshine.’ ” 

Saint Anthony smiled and pointed to the Tabernacle. Then the 
sorrowful voice complained again: “Oh, I am so lonely! I am always 
alone!” All was clear to the ray of sunshine now. It was the sad 
complaint of the Heavenly Prisoner, Jesus in the Tabernacle. His 
Heart was breaking because of the ingratitude, the forgetfulness, the 
neglect, the contempt of men. His love for them was repaid only by 
sin. The thought made the little ray of sunshine turn pale, just as its 
father, the sun, had become darkened when Jesus suffered and died 
on the Cross of Calvary. Out of respect for its Creator, the little ray 
of sunshine was just going to leave the church, when the voice of 
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Jesus said: “Little ray of sunshine, dear smiling creature, remain with 
Me, that I may not always be alone!” Then the little ray of sunshine 
tried its best to be warm and cheerful to light up the cold and dark 
Tabernacle. But though it tried with all its might, it felt that all its 
warmth was not what Jesus longed for and looked for. 
All at once the church door opened and in came a little school boy. 
He went straight up to the altar rail, and, kneeling there, reverently 
folded his hands and gazed 
at the Tabernacle, while from 
his heart he sent forth a fer- 
vent prayer of love to the 
Heart of Jesus. Oh, how beau- 
tiful was the ray of love 
which came from his pure 
little heart! How it consoled 
the Heart of Jesus! The little 
ray of sunshine felt how cold 
it was beside the ray of that 
fervent prayer, and silently it 
slipped out of the church, for 
Jesus was lonely no more. 
Dear children, Jesus is 
saying to each one of you 
what He said to the little sun- 
beam: “Oh, My child, how 
lonely and sorrowful I am in 
My Tabernacle home, when I 
see so many people rush past 
the door of the church, while 
I long so much for them to 
enter for a few brief moments 
and exchange an affectionate 
greeting. My dear child, I ardently desire a visit from you today. I long 
to bestow on you the graces I enclose in My Divine Heart. I long to be 
united to you in Holy Communion. Qh, how it pains My loving Heart 
when so few come to Holy Mass, though I am always there each morning 
on the altar, offering up My Passion, My Sufferings, My Death, My whole 
Self, for love of them. My child, will not you at least visit Me in 
My Tabernacle home? Will not you at least try to draw other hearts 
to Me, to lessen the burning thirst of My Divine Heart for souls? 
Yes, My child, these are the desires of My Heart in the Blessed Sacra- 


ment. Will not you at least show Me that you love Me?” 
Turn to page 222. 
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Little Lovers’ League 
~—O-- 
To foster love for the Most Blessed Sacrament among children. 


Patroness: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. Feast, May 13. 


Special Patrons: St. Tarsicius, Feast, Aug. 15. 
The Little Flower, Feast, Oct. 3. 


BOYS: Eucharistic Knights GIRLS: Eucharistic Handmaids 


Those wishing to join must have their name enrolled and promise 
to fulfil the conditions of one of the following: — 


DEGREES 
(Boys) (Girls) 


1. Sanctuary Guards and Sanctuary Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive 
Holy Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament at least once a month. 


2. Perpetual Light Guards and Perpetual Light Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive 
Holy Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament once a week. 


8. Tabernacle Guards and Tabernacle Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion and 
visit the Bl. Sacrament several times weekly. 


4. Eucharistic Guards and Eucharistic Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion 
and visit the Blessed Sacrament daily. 


5. Noble Eucharistic Guards and Noble Eucharistic Guardians 


Boys who in addition to fulfilling Girls who in addition to fulfilling 
the conditions of the 4th degree, the conditions of the 4th degree, 
serve Holy Mass, though they need gain five members to be at least 
not do so daily. Tabernacle Guardians. 


Besides fulfilling the conditions of one of the foregoing degrees, each 
member must be faithful in practicing the virtue and saying the aspira- 
tion recommended each month in Tabernacle and Purgatory. Little 
Lovers should also be devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, should pray 
to her each day to teach them to love the Most Blessed Sacrament, and 
say a Hail Mary every day for all the members of the League. 


NOTE: — Small boys whe have not yet made their First Holy Com- 
munion may be enrolled as Pages; small girls, as Sentinels. 

They are expected to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and daily say the 

aspiration: “Sweet Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love Thee!” 
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It was to draw the innocent hearts of young boys and girls 
to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament that we started the Little Lovers’ 
League. We hope that all our young readers enjoy the Little Lovers’ 
section, and are trying to be what the name implies. But to really 
belong to the “Little Lovers’ League” you are supposed to have your 
name enrolled and to practice special devotion to the Most Blessed 
‘Sacrament. On the opposite page you will find just what is required 
to be really a “Little Lover.” If you wish to become a Eucharistic 
Knight or a Eucharistic Handmaid, choose which degree you want to 
join, then write and tell us, giving also your name, your age and 
the school you attend. You will then receive an attractive certificate 
of membership, which will remind you to be faithful to your promises 
to Jesus. 

Practice: During the month of November do not forget to pray 
some special prayers for the poor souls in purgatory. Each morning 
when you say your morning prayers, make the intention to gain all 


the indulgences you can during the day for the poor souls. Say many 
little ejaculatory prayers during the day. 
Aspiration: My Jesus, mercy! (Indulgence of 300 days.) 
Jesus, my God, I love Thee above all things! (Ind. of 300 days.) 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us! (Ind. of 500 days.) 





Optimistic Sanctity 
iethie 

PTIMISM and pessimism, joyful confidence and. gloomy dis- 
couragement, are the two poles between which the pendulum 
of human thought has ever been swinging. Everyone, whether 
knowingly or unknowingly, feels the influence of one or the other, and 
sometimes that of both alternately. Optimism and pessimism give to 
piety itself its form and gradation. They are factors which exert 

influence in our religious sentiments and strivings. . 

St. Francis de Sales is an outstanding example of optimistic sanc- 
tity. He is the teacher of confidence in the God of love, of mildness 
and of mercy, the “Father of mercies and the God of all comfort,” 
as St. Paul describes Him. (2 Cor. i. 3.) “If we study the life of 
St. Francis de Sales,” wrote Pius XI, “we shall find that he was a model 
of holiness from his very youth. His piety, however, was not of a 
severe and austere type, but a winning and attractive piety, a giving of 
all to all, so that one might truly say of him: ‘His conversation has 
no bitterness, nor his company any tediousness, but joy and gladness’ 
(Wisdom viii. 16).” (Encyclical “Rerum Omnium,” Jan. 26, 1923.) 
Yet it cost St. Francis de Sales a tremendous struggle to acquire 
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this confidence. “Am I destined to be saved or to be damned?” was 
the terrifying question which suddenly thrust itself upon him when a 
student in Paris at the age of eighteen. This thought pursued him for 
weeks and brought him to the verge of despair. Kneeling before a 
statue of Our Lady one day, and crying to heaven with a fervent 
Memorare arising from the depths of his heart, he at length received 
the light of Divine grace. An interior voice said to him, “Abandon 
all anxiety about things which cannot be fathomed by human under- 
standing. Live with a good will in such a manner that you can be 
confident that you are in the grace of God, and for the rest, remember 
that God is love and Christ is truly your Redeemer.” Then, prostrating 
himself before the sacred image, he gave himself to God in “grace 
and in disgrace.” 

“O Lord, whatever may be Thy designs with me in the next life,” 
he exclaimed, “I will at least love and serve Thee with my whole soul 
in this world.” From that hour he was freed from his temptation and 
became lighthearted and cheerful. It was the reward of his noble- 
minded surrender. But he drew from this incident of his youth the 
practical application that God has not established the eternal destiny 
of man independently of his own will, for, as Holy Church teaches, each 
individual is the forger of his own destiny by the use he makes of his 
free will, with which, of course, the grace of God works in every act 
which promotes his salvation. 

To St. Francis de Sales, this experience was significant for his 
entire future life. That quarter of an hour of the “Memorare O piissima 
Virgo Maria,” in the church of St. Etienne des Gres in Paris, gave 
birth to that Christian optimism which gave to him the charming cheer- 
fulness that ever shone about him and made him the interiorly happy 
man, whose life disproves those who would make piety a gloomy thing. 

St. Francis de Sales constantly calls to the mind of the faithful 
the important religious doctrine of the adoption of sons of God, with 
its happy and consoling inference that we are “heirs indeed of God 
and joint heirs with Christ” (Rom. viii. 17). In his mind, this is the 
foundation of Christian optimism. Referring to the excess of God’s 
love for man, he applies what a poet so beautifully says of a mother’s 
love: “Every child has part in it and all have her entirely for their 
own.” Deus Caritas est — God is Love! — “Like a tender mother ac- 
companied by her child, which she guides when it has need, letting it 
walk a few steps on level ground and less dangerous roads, sometimes 
taking it by the hand and supporting it, or again carrying it in her 
arms, so the Savior is at all times solicitous about those who are His 
children, that is, those who possess His love. Now He lets them walk 
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ahcad of Him, and when they meet some difficulty He reaches out His 
hand to them. In trials which would be insupportable, He carries them 
in His arms... We must, therefore, have courage and firmly trust in 
God and His assistance, for if we are not unfaithful to His grace, He 
will complete in us the good work of salvation which He has begun.” 
(Treatise on the Love of God, Book iii. ch. 4.) 

How much optimism and joyful confidence is contained in the 
following lines which the saint wrote in his “Treatise on the Love of 
God”: — “Without doubt God has prepared heaven for those who He 
foreknew would be His. Let us, Theotimus, be His by faith and good 
works, and He will be ours by the communication of His glory. But 
it is up to us to become His, for although it is a gift of God to belong 
to Him, yet it is a gift which God refuses to no one but offers to all 
and imparts to those who accept it with a willing heart.” (iii. 5.) 

Not ten times but a hundred times does St. Francis de Sales formu- 
late this teaching, which is so encouraging to generous souls: “Heavenly 
grace is not wanting to you... but you have too often refused and not 
corresponded with grace. God would never have rejected you if you 
had not rejected His love. O infinitely good God! Thou forsakest only 
those who have forsaken Thee, and only takest away Thy gifts when we. 
withdraw our hearts from Thee.” (Ibid. ii. 10.) 

According to St. Francis de Sales, Catholicism is not the sorrowful 
religion of Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. “GOD IS THE GOD 
OF JOY,” he declares more than once in his numerous letters. He was 
an avowed enemy of sadness and often said that “a saint that is sad 
is a sad saint.” 

In a sermon he once said, “Man is made for joy and joy for 
man; for only joy can make man happy, and it seems to me that 
joy would no longer be joy if it were not found in the possession of 
man. Joy has such a powerful relation to the heart of man that 
without it he finds no peace, as joy is only true joy in the measure 
in which it is imparted to the heart of man. For God has created 
joy for the enjoyment of man, and has so certainly promised it to 
him that He has bound Himself to give it to him, not on account of 
his merits or for any other reason, but solely out of goodness and 
mercy.” 
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Our various pamphlets sketching the life and virtues of popular 
saints and holy souls, the heroes and heroines of God, are a real 
treasure for your bookshelf and will provide you with interesting 
and useful reading matter for your leisure moments. 


‘Neath St. Michael's Shield — Besides the interesting information per- 
taining to the offices and veneration of the glorious St. Michael, this booklet 
provides an excellent selection of prayers in his honor. 64 pages. 10¢ 


Go to Joseph — Learn more about our ever-powerful intercessor, St. 
Joseph, by reading this little work treating of his dignity and power. 10¢ 

Good St. Anne — You will hardly find anything in pamphlet form equal 
to this favorite one on the holy mother of Our Lady. It treats especially of 
St. Anne’s dignity, relics, shrines and veneration, and supplies a collection of 
prayers in her honor. 64 pages. 10¢ 

St. Jude, Helper in Desperate Cases, and St. Rita, Advocate of the 
Impossible — A favorite novena booklet, with short sketch of the life of 
each saint and prayers. 64 pages. 10¢ 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God — Beloved by God and men, St. Bene- 
dict never ceases to inspire and influence those who read his life. 10¢ 

St. Gertrude the Great — A short sketch of the holy life and wonderful 
privileges of the beloved saint of the Sacred Heart whose feast occurs on 
November 17. Selected prayers composed by the saint. 64 pages. 10¢ 


St. Anthony, the Wonderworker — An inspiring account of the life, 
labors and death of the beloved saint of Padua. Prayers. 64 pages. 10¢ 


Life of Sister M. Fortunata — Don’t fail to read this edifying account of 
the heroic life of charity and self-sacrifice of Sister M. Fortunata Viti, a 
saintly Benedictine of our own times, whose cause of beatification has been 
introduced in Rome. 218 pages. 30¢ 


Boy Heroes — Brief sketches of the lives of little Tonio Martinez and 
Andrew de Thaye, which will convey many an inspiring lesson to youthful 
and older readers. 10¢ 


Rambling Roses — The three saintly girls of our own times, Anne de 
Guigney, Bartholomea Capitaneo and Maria de Padua, will captivate and 
inspire readers of every age. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities; postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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You Will Chink as These Readers Do 
after You Rave Read These 
Consoling Booklets 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory — 10¢ 
“Your booklet ‘Assist the Souls in Pur- 
gatory’ is wonderful. It is concise, and yet 
it answers all the questions on the subject. 
I cannot tell you how much it meant to me to 
have this booklet after my husband’s death.” 
(Mrs. G. H., Calif.) 


All Ye Who Mourn — 10¢ 
“Words cannot express the consolation I received from this booklet 
when my son was killed in an auto accident.’”’ (Mrs. A. B., Ind.) 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — 10¢ 
“TI am getting so much good and pleasure and value from ‘Indul- 
genced Prayers and Aspirations.’ It is a priceless little book, and if I 
obtain the indulgences shown I ought to somehow get to heaven.’ 
(C. G., Ariz.) 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — 10¢ 
“I wanted some information on prayer, when I came across your 
wonderful booklet. I had not realized what the Hail Mary meant until 
I read your booklet, though I have been saying it half a century. Your 
booklets do more good than anyone realizes.”” (W. D., N. Y.) 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted — 10¢ 

“It’s the most beautiful book I’ve ever read for the sick!’”’ (Mrs. 
M. B., Mich.) 

Conformity to the Will of God — 10¢ 

“It is such a pleasure to pick up this booklet when one’s cross is 
bearing him down. I feel personally ashamed for having complained, 
and, in fact, feel specially blessed and happy that God has given me 
such a cross. I feel certain that the friends to whom I plan to give 


4 this booklet will derive the same comfort.”’ (G. H., N. Y.) 


Our Savior’s Goodness to Those Who Trust Him — 10¢ 

“It contains in its few pages more solid doctrine, consolation and 
encouragement for God-seeking souls, and even more so for sinners who 
wish to amend, than many a bigger sized book.” (Rev. J. T., Wis.) 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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